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Abstract

This study examines the resolution of family disputes in Somali
society through the relationship between Islamic Sharia and
with particular attention to the <Somali customary practices
and clan elders in resolving ¢« communities<role of families
marital conflicts. The study aims to identify the Islamic
analyze the major forms foundations of family reconciliation
examine the (and causes of family disputes in Somali society
and evaluate <role of custom in resolving such disputes
customary practices that may conflict with Islamic principles or
«the rights of either spouse. The study adopts descriptive
and comparative approaches through ¢ inductive:«analytical
Islamic ¢« Prophetic Sunnah:reference to the Qur’an
and relevant social studies ¢« legal maxims<jurisprudence
concerning Somali families. The study concludes that Somali
customary practice constitutes an important social mechanism
for reconciliation and that clan elders have a significant role in
some practices require imediating disputes. However
particularly where reconciliation is influenced (development
social « insufficient religious expertisecby clan affiliation

or coercion of one spouse to accept a settlement that (pressure
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does not adequately protect his or her rights. The study
proposes an integrated model in which Islamic Sharia serves as
sound custom functions as a means of «the governing reference
qualified < clan elders act as social mediators«reconciliation
family specialists address <scholars provide religious guidance

and the judiciary «social and psychological dimensions
intervenes when reconciliation fails or a binding decision is

required.

Somali ¢« family reconciliation<Keywords: Family disputes

Islamic Sharia.« clan eldersccustom
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