
T h e  M a g n i f i c e n c e  O f  T h e  Q u r ’ a n  S t o r i e s  | 0 



T h e  M a g n i f i c e n c e  O f  T h e  Q u r ’ a n  S t o r i e s  | 1 

 

 

 

THE MAGNIFICENCE  
OF THE QUR’AN  

STORIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maḥmūd Ibn Aḥmad al Dosary (PhD). 

 

 

  

wشبكة  w w . a l u k a h . n e t





T h e  M a g n i f i c e n c e  O f  T h e  Q u r ’ a n  S t o r i e s  | 2 

 

INDEX 

Introduction 

 

Section One: Instances of Magnificence in the Qur’an’s Stories 

 

Section Two: The Magnificence of the Aims and Purposes of the Qur’an’s 

Stories 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

wشبكة  w w . a l u k a h . n e t





T h e  M a g n i f i c e n c e  O f  T h e  Q u r ’ a n  S t o r i e s  | 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 

The relating of stories is one of the key ways in which the Qur’an seeks to further 

the spiritual development of Muslims. The stories of the Qur’an are historically true, 

providing us with a summary of the experiences of past nations and peoples. We 

learn about how they lived, what they did, and what reward they received from Allah 

(sp) for their actions. We learn not just about Prophets (st) and righteous people, but 

also about polytheists and evildoers, as well as about the consequences of their 

actions. In short, the Qur’an’s stories teach us about certain universal laws that 

govern the fate of nations and peoples. So, for instance, if we, as a nation, want to 

avoid the fate that befell nations of the past, we must avoid committing the same 

mistakes that they made. 

The Noble Qur’an provides us with vivid descriptions of the lives of various 

historical individuals and peoples. It is up to us, then, to contemplate their lives and 

to benefit from the myriad of lessons that their stories contain. We should emulate 

those historical figures who strove patiently to uphold the truth and who, in spite of 

the hardships they temporarily endured, achieved ultimate success: Forgiveness from 

Allah (sp) and Paradise. Conversely, we should avoid imitating those who turned 

away from Allah (sp); and consequently were made to suffer miserable lives, and, 

what is worse, were doomed to an eternity in the Hellfire. Allah (sp) said: 

 

۬  ۬  ۬  ہ

۬  ۬  ۬  ڪڪ

  ۬
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“Indeed in their stories, there is a lesson for men of understanding. It (the 

Qur‟an) is not a forged statement but a confirmation of Allah‟s existing Books (the 

Torah, the Injeel (Gospel) and other Scriptures of Allah (sp)) and a detailed 

explanation of everything and a guide and a Mercy for the people who believe.” 

(Qur’an 12:111)  

It is a tremendous blessing from Allah (sp) that the stories of past nations 

remain preserved for us in the Noble Qur’an. The Quran’s description of the lives of 

past peoples remains pure and uncorrupted, unlike the stories found in the Torah and 

the Injeel (The Gospel), which have been corrupted and distorted and altered. The 

stories of the Qur’an, like the rest of the Qur’an, will remain preserved and 

unchanged as long as there is life on earth, and as long as the sun sets and rises. 

Allah said: 

 

ۥ

“Verily We: It is We Who have sent down the Dhikr (i.e., the Qur‟an) and 

surely, We will guard it (from corruption).” (Qur’an 15: 9) 
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Section One: 

Instances of Magnificence in 
the Qur’an’s Stories 

 

The stories of the Qur’an differ from the stories of men in a variety of ways. Like 

the rest of the Qur’an, Verses that contain in them stories of past nations are 

miraculously wrought – with impeccably eloquent speech and profoundly wise 

lessons. Here are some of the main features of the superiority and magnificence of the 

Qur’an’s stories: 

 

1) Their Divine Source 

 

The Qur’anic Verses that contain in them stories are like any other part of the 

Qur’an. Therefore, everything we have hitherto discussed about the miraculous 

nature of the Qur’an applies to those of the Qur’an’s Verses that discuss the histories 

of past peoples. Furthermore, like the rest of the Qur’an, Verses that discuss the 

histories of past peoples have been revealed by Allah (sp) to Prophet Muhammad (s). 

They are the words of Allah (sp) alone, and the sole contribution the Prophet (s) 

made to those Verses was conveying them to people in the exact same form and 

manner in which they were revealed to him. Allah (sp) mentioned this reality in the 

beginning and end of certain stories; for instance, in Chapter Hood, He (sp) said: 

 

۬  ۬  ۬  ہ۬  ۬  

  ۬
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“This is of the news out of the unseen which We reveal unto you (O Muhammad 

(s)), neither you nor your people knew them before this.” (Qur’an 11:49) 

 

2) Their Exact Correspondence with what Actually Took Place 

Historically 

 

All of the stories that are found in the Noble Qur’an are completely true; 

everything that is described in any given story actually took place at one point in time 

in history. Every detail and every nuance of each story is precise and accurate. 

Qur’anic stories are superior to the stories and narrations of men in many ways, 

but in one major way in particular. If you or I witness an event and then relate it to 

others, we can simply mention the things we saw and heard; our stories will be 

limited to what outwardly happened, and that is all. If we try to relate the thoughts of 

the people that were involved in the incident, we will most likely have to rely on 

conjecture or our imagination. As for the incidents that are recorded in the Qur’an, 

Allah (sp) witnessed everything about them. He (sp), being the All-Seer and the All-

Hearer, not only knows with complete precision the events that occurred, but also 

knows – given that He (sp) knows everything that is in the hearts of men – what all of 

the participants of those events were thinking deep down in their hearts. 

A further difference between the Qur’an’s stories and the stories of men revolves 

around the meaning of the word “story”. If a human being says, “Let me tell you a 

story, he could either be referring to a true occurrence or to something that his 

imagination conjured up and that has no basis on an actual event in reality. As for the 

stories of the Qur’an, they are all one-hundred percent true, a fact that is made clear 

in the following two Verses of the Qur’an: 

 

  ۬

 

“Verily! This is the true narrative about the story of „Iesa (Jesus)” (Qur’an 3: 

62) 

 

wشبكة  w w . a l u k a h . n e t





T h e  M a g n i f i c e n c e  O f  T h e  Q u r ’ a n  S t o r i e s  | 7 

 

۬  ۬  ۬  ہ

۬  ۬  ۬  ڪڪ

  ۬

“Indeed in their stories, there is a lesson for men of understanding. It (the 

Qur‟an) is not a forged statement but a confirmation of Allah‟s existing Books and a 

detailed explanation of everything and a guide and a Mercy for the people who 

believe.” (Qur’an 12:111) 

Not even Jews or Christians were able to deny the authenticity and truthfulness 

of the Qur’an’s stories, many of which were known, either in part or in their entirety, 

to the People of the Book. The Jews of Al-Madeenah were determined to disprove any 

part of the Qur’an, particularly those parts that contained stories, but they failed to 

find any mistake in them. In fact, on one occasion, they asked the Prophet (s) about 

Dhil-Qarnain, whose story they knew since it was found in their scriptures. In answer 

to their question, Allah (sp) revealed Dhil-Qarnain’s story to the Prophet (s) with 

such precise and true details that the Jews of Al-Madeenah could find no mistake in it 

whatsoever. Allah (sp) began the Verses that contained Dhil-Qarnain’s story with His 

saying: 

 

  ۬  ۬

“And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnain.” (Qur’an 18: 83) 

In the Noble Qur’an, Allah (sp) related not just any set of stories, but those 

stories that imparted important and profound lessons; in short, He (sp) related only 

“the best of stories”: 

  ۬  ۬

ۦڪ

 

“We relate unto you (Muhammad (s)) the best of stories through Our 

Revelations unto you, of this Qur‟an. And before this (i.e., before the coming of 
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Divine Inspiration to you), you were among those who knew nothing about it (the 

Qur‟an).” (Qur’an 12:3) 

 

3) Mentioning the Key Parts of Stories 

 

The stories of the Qur’an are not always mentioned in their entirety; rather, a 

key part of a story is often mentioned all by itself. This methodology of storytelling is 

unique and has a powerful effect on the reader, for he is exposed, in an eloquent 

manner, to the part of a story that contains in it important lessons and morals. So, for 

instance, the beginning of the story of Adam (p) is mentioned in one part of the 

Qur’an; its middle elsewhere; and its ending elsewhere. When an entire story is 

relevant and full of lessons, such as is the case regarding the story of Yusuf (p), Allah 

(sp) relates it in its entirety. At other times, Allah (sp) relates only that part of a story 

that has to do with a Messenger’s duty to convey his message, as is the case with the 

Qur’anic stories of Noah (p) and Hood (p). In short, what part of a story Allah (sp) 

relates in the Noble Qur’an depends on the morals and lessons He (sp) wants to 

impart in a given set of Verses. 

 

4) Telling the Same Story in a Variety of Ways, or in Other Words, 

Repetition 

 

Repetition, repetition, repetition: Man is in dire need of constant repetition and 

reminders if he wants to remain steadfast upon the truth. And since one of the aims 

of the Qur’an is to guide believers to remain steadfast upon the truth, Allah (sp) 

repeats various stories, relating them in more than one part of the Qur’an. 

Without a doubt, the path to spiritual development is fraught with difficulties 

and temptations. One can follow the truth his entire life, only to fall into the trap of 

sin and temptation during the latter years of his life (may Allah protect us from such 

an ending). For this reason, and because man is forgetful by nature, every Muslim 

needs to be reminded of his duties on a continual basis; otherwise, a lifetime of 

efforts can be wasted in a moment of lust or anger or ignorance. 

Therefore, repetition is a valuable tool in the process of maintaining spiritual 

wellness and purification of the soul. If one repeats something over and over again, it 

becomes second nature to him. One of the primary goals of the Qur’an is to guide 
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human beings and to nurture their spiritual development; it is only logical, therefore, 

that many lessons, teachings, and even stories are repeated over and over again 

throughout the Noble Qur’an.1 

 

 

 

  

                                                             
1
 Ma’aalim Al-Qissah Fil-Qur’an Al-Adheem (pgs. 118-120). 
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Section Two: 

The Magnificence of the 
Aims and Purposes of the 

Qur’an’s Stories 
 

 

The purpose behind the Qur’an’s stories is not simply to explain certain 

historical events; nor is it merely the idea of enlightening us about how the people of 

past nations lived; nor is it merely to console or amuse us. In fact, we cannot correctly 

assert that there is one true purpose behind the stories of the Qur’an, for there are 

many, and each of them revolves around the overall goal of instilling people with faith 

and then cementing it into their hearts. 

Since, given the scope of this work, I cannot discuss each purpose behind the 

stories of the Qur’an, I will briefly discuss the most important ones. My aim here is to 

show the reader that the stories of the Qur’an were not chosen randomly, but instead 

were chosen for reasons of great import, such as those that follow: 

 

1) To Establish the Oneness of Allah (sp), and to Order Human 

Beings to Worship Him Alone 

 

Most of the Qur’an’s stories have a great deal to do with the missions of past 

Prophets and Messengers (st), each of whom invited his people to worship none save 

Allah (sp), without associating any partner with Him. Even though they all had the 

same goal, they, depending upon their situation, relied on different approaches to 
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invite their people to embrace Islam. The Qur’anic stories that describe the doings of 

Prophets and Messengers (st) focus on their efforts to invite their people to worship 

the One True God, Allah (sp), and to convince them to turn away from all forms of 

polytheism and idolatry. 

There are many proofs from the Qur’an which establish the fact that all 

Prophets and Messengers (st) invited their people to embrace Tawheed (true Islamic 

Monotheism). For example, there is the story of Ibraaheem (p), which describes how 

he went about explaining Tawheed to his father: 

 

ٮ۬  ۬  ٲ

  ۬  ۬

“And (remember) when Ibraheem (Abraham) said to his father Azar: Do you 

take idols as aliha (gods)? Verily, I see you and your people in manifest error.” 

(Qur’an 6:74) 

To the Saying of Allah (sp): 

 

۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  ٲ

“Verily, I have turned my face towards Him Who has created the heavens and 

the earth Hanifa (Islamic Monotheism, i.e., worshiping none but Allah Alone) and I 

am not of Al-Mushrikun.” (Qur’an 6: 79) 

In Chapter Al-Baqarah, Allah (sp) relates to us how Ya’qub (p) made sure his 

children would be worshippers of the One True God, Allah (sp): 

 

۬  ۬  ہ

ٮ   ۬ۧ ٲ۬ 

ۥ۬  ٲ۬  
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“Or were you witnesses when death approached Ya‟qub (Jacob)? When he said 

unto his sons, „What will you worship after me?‟ They said, „We shall worship your 

Ilah (God – Allah) the Ilah (God) of your fathers, Ibrahim (Abraham), Ismail 

(Ishmael, Ishaque, Isaac), One Ilah (God), and to Him we submit (in Islam).” 

(Qur’an 2: 133) 

 

In various parts of Chapter Al-A‟raaf, Allah (sp) relates to us what Noah, Hood, 

Saaleh, and Shuaib (st) said to their people when they invited them to embrace Islam: 

 

ۥۦ

“Indeed, We sent Nuh (Noah) to his people and he said, „O my people! Worship 

Allah! You have no other Ilah (God) but Him (none has the right to be worshiped but 

Allah).‟” (Qur’an 7:59) 

 

۬  ۥ۬  ۬  

“And to „Ad (people, We sent) their brother Hud. He said: „O my people! 

Worship Allah! You have no other Ilah (God) but Him (none has the right to be 

worshiped but Allah).‟” (Qur’an 7: 65) 

 

ڪ۬  ۬  

۬  ۥ

“And to Thamud (people, We sent) their brother Salih (Saleh). He said: „O my 

people! Worship Allah! You have no other Ilah (God) but Him (none has the right to 

be worshiped but Allah).‟” (Qur’an 7: 73) 

 

ڪ۬  ۬  

۬  ۥ
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“And to (the people of) Madyan (Midian), (We sent) their brother Shu‟aib. He 

said: „O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other Ilah (God) but Him (none has 

the right to be worshiped but Allah).‟” (Qur’an 7: 85) 

The theme of Tawheed (Islamic Monotheism) is further discussed in the story of 

Sulaimaan (p): 

 

ٲ

  ۬

“(As-Shaitan (Satan) has barred them from Allah‟s Way) so that they do not 

worship (prostrate before) Allah; Who brings to light what is hidden in the heavens 

and the earth, and knows what you conceal and what you reveal. Allah, La ilaha illa 

Huwa (none has the right to be worshiped but He), the Lord of the Supreme Throne” 

(Qur’an 27:25, 26) 

Tawheed is also discussed in the story of Moosa (p): 

 

۬  ڪ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  

“Verily! I am Allah! La ilaha illa Ana (none has the right to be worshiped but 

I), so worship Me, and perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat) for My Remembrance.” 

(Qur’an 20:14) 

And in Chapter Yusuf, we are informed of how Yusuf (p), even while in prison, 

invited others to embrace Islam: 

ٲ۬  ۦۦ۬  

  ۬  ۬  ۬

“He said: No food will come to you (in wakefulness or in dream) as your 

provision, but I will inform (in wakefulness) its interpretation before it (the food) 

comes. This is of that which my Lord has taught me. Verily, I have abandoned the 

wشبكة  w w . a l u k a h . n e t





T h e  M a g n i f i c e n c e  O f  T h e  Q u r ’ a n  S t o r i e s  | 14 

 

religion of a people that believe not in Allah and are disbelievers in the Hereafter 

(i.e., the Kananium of Egypt who were polytheists and used to worship sun and 

other false deities).” (Qur’an 12:37) 

To the Saying of Allah (sp): 

 

ٲ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  

ڪ

“The command (or the judgment) is for none but Allah. He has commanded 

that you worship none but Him (i.e., His Monotheism, that is the (true) straight 

religion), but most men know not.” (Qur’an 12:40)  

Yusuf (p) made it clear in the abovementioned Verses that he was not inventing 

a new religion, but was instead following the religion of his fathers and forefathers, 

who were all guided by Allah (sp) to the truth and to true beliefs. The aforementioned 

Verses teach us that all Prophets and Messengers (p) invited their people to embrace 

Tawheed (Islamic Monotheism); but they also show us how individuals among them 

resorted to unique approaches to achieve their overall goal. Noah (p), the Qur’an 

informs us, feared that, if his people disobeyed him and acted contrary to Allah’s 

command, they would face a severe torment from Allah (sp). Hood (p) demanded 

from his people that they fear Allah (sp), since they had no true God but Him (sp). 

Saleh (p) told his people that he came to them with a clear sign – the camel of Allah 

(sp) – and that they should leave it alone, allowing it to graze freely on Allah’s earth. 

He ordered them not to harm it, fearing for them a painful punishment if they 

disobeyed him. The different approaches of the Prophets (st) resulted in different 

ways that people expressed their disbelief. The people of Noah (p), for example, 

accused him of being in manifest error. The people of Hood (p) accused him of being 

foolish and a liar. And the people of Saleh (p) expressed their doubts about him being 

sent to them by Allah (sp).2 

 

2) Confirming the Truthfulness of the Prophet’s Mission (s) 

The stories of the Qur’an discuss events of the unseen world, since past events 

are part of the unseen world for everyone other than those who were alive when they 

                                                             
2
 Diraasaat Qur'aaniyyah (pg. 25). 
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transpired. Therefore, the Qur’an describes much that neither the Prophet (s) nor his 

people knew about. After relating the story of Noah (p) Allah (sp) made the same 

point clear when He (sp) said: 

 

۬  ۬  ۬  ہ۬  ۬  

  ۬  ۬

“This is of the news of the unseen which We reveal unto you (O Muhammad 

(s)), neither you nor your people knew them before this. So be patient. Surely, the 

(good) end is for the Muttaqun (pious ones).” (Qur’an 11:49)  

And following the story of Moosa (p) Allah (sp) said: 

 

  ۬

“And you (O Muhammad (s)) were not on the western side (of the Mount), 

when We made clear to Moosa (Moses) the commandment, and you were not 

among those present.”  

To the Saying of Allah (sp): 

 

“And you (O Muhammad (s)) were not at the side of the Tur (Mount) when We 

did call.” (Qur’an 28: 44 and 46) 

Add to that the fact that the Prophet (s) was illiterate, having never read a book 

or studied under the tutelage of a teacher. Yet in spite of all of that, historical events 

are described in a great amount of detail in the Qur’an. Great detail in storytelling is 

usually accompanied by mistakes and contradictions, and yet the Qur’an’s stories 

contain not a single mistake or contradiction. All of this clearly shows us that the 

stories of the Qur’an were revealed by Allah (sp), thus proving the truthfulness of the 

Prophet’s mission.3 Thus it is clear that one of the aims of the Qur’an’s stories is to 

                                                             
3
 Tafseer AtTabaree (14/140). 
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provide us with clear proofs that the Qur’an was revealed to the Prophet (s) by Allah 

(sp). Allah (sp) said: 

 

۬  ٲ۬  

  ۬  ۬

ۦڪ

“Verily, We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur‟an in order that you may 

understand. We relate unto you (Muhammad (s)) the best of stories through Our 

Revelations unto you, of this Qur‟an. And before this (i.e., before the coming of 

Divine Inspiration to you), you were among those who knew nothing about it (the 

Qur‟an).” (Qur’an 12: 2, 3)  

In Chapter Aal-Imraan, Allah (sp) said: 

 

۬  ۬  ۬  ٲ

ڪ

“This is a part of the news of the Ghaib (unseen, i.e., the news of the past 

nations of which you have no knowledge) which We inspire you with (O 

Muhammad (s)), You were not with them, when they cast lots with their pens as to 

which of them should be charged with the care of Maryam (Mary); nor were you 

with them when they disputed.” (Qur’an 3:44) 

 

And in Chapter Ash-Shu’araa, Allah (sp) said: 

 

(٢٩١)(٢٩١)ۥ

(٢٩١)

 

“And truly, this (the Qur‟an) is a revelation from the Lord of the „Alamin 

(mankind, jinns, and all that exists), which the trustworthy Ruh (Jibreel, Gabriel) 
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has brought down; upon your heart (O Muhammad (s)) that you may be (one) of 

the warners.” (Qur’an 26; 192-194) 

 

3) Establishing the Reality of Resurrection After Death 

 

The stories of the Qur’an contain important lessons about a variety of issues. An 

oft-repeated lesson of the Qur’an’s stories involves confirming the reality of life after 

death, as well as of being rewarded for one’s actions after death. A clear example of 

this is the story of Ibraheem (p), which is related to us towards the end of Chapter Al-

Baqarah: 

 

ٮۦ۬ۧ ٲ۬  

ۦ۬ۧ ٲ

“Have you not looked at him who disputed with Ibraheem (Abraham) about 

his Lord (Allah) because Allah had given him the kingdom? When Ibraheem 

(Abraham) said (to him): „My Lord (Allah) is He Who gives life and causes death.‟” 

To the Saying of Allah (sp): 

 

ہ۬  ۬  

  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬

“He said: „Take four birds, then cause them to incline towards you (then 

slaughter them, cut them into pieces), and then put a portion of them on every hill, 

and call them, they will come to you in haste. And know that Allah is All-Mighty, 

All-Wise.‟” (Qur’an 2; 258 and 260) 

And in Chapter Noah, Allah (sp) related that Noah (p) said: 

 

  ۬  ۬  ۬

  ۬  ۬
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“He (Allah) will forgive you of your sins and respite you to an appointed term. 

Verily, the term of Allah when it comes, cannot be delayed, if you but knew.‟" 

(Qur’an 71: 4) 

 

4) Strengthening the Faith and Resolve of the Prophet (s) and of 

True Believers  

 

Without a doubt, one of the primary purposes of the Qur’an’s stories is 

strengthening the faith and resolve of believers during periods of hardship. The 

Prophet (s) and his Companions (rp) faced persecution at the hands of the Quraish. 

Derision, ridicule, as well as mental and physical torture were meted out to Muslims 

on a daily basis. And yet as much as certain Companions (rp) suffered, some Muslims 

who came before them suffered just as much or more. And so, in order to console the 

Prophet’s Companions (rp). Allah (sp) related stories about the hardships that were 

suffered by Muslims of previous nations. Such stories were meant for the Prophet (s) 

as well. For he was not the only Prophet who faced persecution at the hands of his 

people; there were many Prophets (st) before him who faced similar circumstances; 

some of them were even killed by their own people. Qur’anic stories that related their 

ordeals had the effect of consoling the Prophet (s). The stories of past Prophets (st) 

and believers taught an important lesson to the Prophet (s) and his Companions (rp): 

In the end, truth always overcomes falsehood. Allah (sp) said: 

 

۬  ۬  ۦ۬  ۬  ۬  

  ۬

“And all that We relate to you (O Muhammad (s)) of the news of the 

Messengers is in order that We may make strong and firm your heart thereby. And 

in this (Chapter of the Qur‟an) has come to you the truth, as well as an admonition 

and a reminder for the believers.” (Qur’an 11: 120) 

The Prophet (s) was informed of the fact that some Prophets (st) worked day 

and night to convince their people to embrace Islam, and yet in spite of their valiant 

efforts, their people remained intransigently committed to following evil. Such was 

wشبكة  w w . a l u k a h . n e t





T h e  M a g n i f i c e n c e  O f  T h e  Q u r ’ a n  S t o r i e s  | 19 

 

certainly the case regarding Noah (p) and his people, a point that is made amply clear 

in the following Verses: 

 

  ۬  ۬(٥)  ۬  ۬

۬  ۬  ڪ(٦)۬  

(٧)۬  ہہ

“He said: O my Lord! Verily, I have called my people night and day (i.e., 

secretly and openly to accept the doctrine of Islamic Monotheism), but all my calling 

added nothing but to (their) flight (from the truth). And verily! Every time I called 

unto them that You might forgive them, they thrust their fingers into their ears, 

covered themselves up with their garments, and persisted (in their refusal), and 

magnified themselves in pride.” (Qur’an and 71: 5-7) 

Later on in Chapter Noah, Allah (sp) said: 

 

۬  ۥۥہ۬  

“Nuh (Noah) said: „My Lord! They have disobeyed me, and followed one whose 

wealth and children give him no increase but only loss.‟” (Qur’an 71: 21) 

 

5) Teaching Muslims Important Lessons about Prophets (st) and 

about the People to Whom They were Sent  

 

The lessons of the Qur’an are clear. But to make their application in everyday 

life easier to understand, they are given life through the characters and personages of 

past nations. Thus we are not only told about the importance of being patient and of 

conveying the message of Islam to others, we are told about how Prophets and 

Messengers (st) did those very things. Conversely, we are not only prohibited from 

perpetrating acts of disbelief, we are informed about how certain peoples from the 

past were guilty of those crimes, and we are further informed about the consequences 

they suffered as a result of their crimes. Allah (sp) said: 
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۬  ۬  ہ

“Indeed in their stories, there is a lesson for men of understanding.” (Qur’an 

12:111) 

And in another Verse, Allah (sp) said: 

 

  ۬  ۬

۬  ۬  ۬  ٮ

“Verily, many Messengers were denied before you (O Muhammad (s)), but 

with patience they bore the denial, and they were hurt, till Our Help reached them, 

and none can alter the Words (Decisions) of Allah. Surely there has reached you the 

information (news) about the Messengers (before you).” (Qur’an :34) 

 

6) Pointing Out the End Destinations of the People of Past Nations 

 

Most people from past nations disbelieved in the Prophets (st) that were sent to 

them. What is more, they answered their Prophets’ invitations with evil and 

slanderous words, and sometimes even with violence. For instance, the people of 

Noah (p) said: 

 

۬  ۬  ٮ

“Verily, we see you in plain error.” (Qur’an 7: 60)  

The people of Hood (p) said: 

 

۬  ٮ

“Verily, we see you in foolishness, and verily, we think you are one of the liars.” 

(Qur’an 7: 66)  

The people of Saleh (p) said to his followers: 
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ۦ۬  

“Verily, we disbelieve in that which you believe in” (Qur’an 7: 76).  

 

The people of Loot (p) said: 

 

۬  ۬  ڪ

“Drive them out of your town; these are indeed men who want to be pure 

(from sins)!” (Qur’an 7:82) 

The people of Shu’aib (p) said: 

 

  ۬  ۬

“We shall certainly drive you out, O Shu‟aib, and those who have believed with 

you from our town, or else you (all) shall return to our religion.” (Qur’an 7: 88) 

And the people of Fir’aun said about Moosa (p): 

 

  ۬

“This is indeed a well-versed sorcerer.” (Qur’an 7: 109) 

The peoples of these nations, as a result of their disbelief and rejection of their 

Prophets (st) were destroyed and were doomed to eternal damnation in the Hellfire. 

Allah (sp) said: 

 

  ۬

ہ۬  ہ۬  

۬  ہ

“Have they not seen how many a generation before them. We have destroyed 

whom We had established on the earth such as We have not established you? And 

We poured out on them rain from the sky in abundance, and made the rivers flow 
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under them. Yet We destroyed them for their sins, and created after them other 

generations.” (Qur’an 6: 6) 

In another Verse, Allah (sp) said: 

 

  ۬

ڪ۬  ۬  ہ۬  ڪ

  ۬  ۬  ۬

ہ

“Do they not travel in the land, and see what was the end of those before them? 

They were superior to them in strength, and they tilled the earth and populated it in 

greater numbers than these (pagans) have done, and there came to them their 

Messengers with clear proofs. Surely, Allah wronged them not, but they used to 

wrong themselves.” (Qur’an 30: 9)  

As Muslims, we should read the Qur’an’s stories of past nations as they should 

be read: with trembling hearts and with an appreciation of the fact that, if we want to 

avoid a similar fate and a similar awful destination, we must avoid making the same 

mistakes that the disbelievers of past nations made when they were alive.  

In the Noble Qur’an, Allah (sp) informs us not only about what happened to 

disbelievers, but also about the honor He bestowed upon the Prophets (st), 

Messengers (st) and righteous believers who faced oppression at their hands. 

Allah (sp) said: 

 

“Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe 

(in the Oneness of Allah – Islamic Monotheism) in this world‟s life and on the Day 

when the witnesses will stand forth (i.e. Day of Resurrection)” (Qur’an 40:51)  

And in Chapter Al-An‟aam, Allah (sp) said: 
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  ۬  ۬

۬  ۬  ۬  ٮ

“Verily, (many) Messengers were denied before you (O Muhammad (s)), but 

with patience they bore the denial, and they were hurt, till Our Help reached them, 

and none can alter the Words (Decisions) of Allah. Surely there has reached you the 

information (news) about the Messengers (before you).” (Qur’an 6:34) 

 

7) Providing Spiritual Development for Believers 

 

With the aim of guiding Muslims, the Qur’an contains important teachings and 

commands that run the gamut from sound beliefs to noble manners and honest 

dealings. Faith in Allah (sp), faith in Resurrection and the Day of Judgment, faith in 

the Prophets (st) and Messengers (st), being patient in the face of persecution at the 

hands of disbelievers – these are only some important issues that are discussed in the 

Noble Qur’an. 

Such issues are given life when we hear about them being applied by righteous 

people from the past. Thus we are encouraged to improve as Muslims when we hear 

about the strong faith of Ibraaheem (p) the patience of Yusuf (p), the determination 

of Moosa (p), the consistency and steadfastness of Noah (p), and so on. 

It is one thing to be told that we should remain steadfast upon our religion, no 

matter what hardships we face, and no matter what the difficulties we encounter. It is 

an altogether different matter to not only be told that, but also to be informed about 

the story of the magicians who believed in Moosa (p). After they proclaimed their true 

faith, Fir’aun sentenced them to death by crucifixion. Having spent some time in 

Fir’aun’s good favor, they simply had to take back their words, and Fir’aun would 

have forgiven them. But instead they remained steadfast upon their faith, in spite of 

their sure knowledge that Fir’aun would make good on his threats and that they 

would suffer a great deal of physical torment at his hands before they died. 

From the story of the people of the cave, we see the importance of remaining 

firm upon Tawheed (Islamic Monotheism). In the story of Ibraaheem and Ismaa’eel 
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(st), we learn the importance of patience, of being dutiful towards one’s parents, and 

of obeying Allah’s commands. Allah (sp) said: 

 

  ۬(٢٠٢)  ۬

  ۬  ۬  ۬

  ۬  ۬  ۬(٢٠١)  ۬

(٢٠١)ٲ۬  (٢٠١)ۥ

(٢٠٥)ٲ۬  ۬  

“So We gave him the glad tidings of a forbearing boy. And, when he (his son) 

was old enough to walk with him, he said: „O my son! I have seen in a dream that I 

am slaughtering you (offer you in sacrifice to Allah (sp)), so look what you think!‟ 

He said: „O my father! Do that which you are commanded, In shaa Allah (if Allah 

will), you shall find me of As-Sabirin (the patient ones, etc.)‟. Then, when they had 

both submitted themselves (to the Will of Allah), and he had laid him prostrate on 

his forehead (or on the side of his forehead for slaughtering); and We called out to 

him: „O Abraham! You have fulfilled the dream (vision)!‟ Verily! Thus do We reward 

the Muhsinun (good-doers).” (Qur’an 37: 101-105) 

In the story of Luqmaan (p) and his son, we learn a number of important morals 

and lessons, which are related to us in the form of Luqmaan (p) advising his son: 

 

ڪ۬  

ۦ(٢١)۬  ۬  ۦ

(٢١)۬  ۬  ۥ

ۥ۬  ۥٲ

۬  (٢١)ٲڪ

۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۦ
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ڪ۬  

۬  ۬  ۬  ہ(٢٥)

(٢٦)۬  ۬  ہٲ

  ۬

(٢٧)ٲ۬  

  ۬  ۬  ۬(٢١)

(٢٩)ٲ۬  

“And indeed We bestowed upon Luqman Al-Hikmah (wisdom and religious 

understanding, etc.) saying: „Give thanks to Allah‟, and whoever gives thanks, he 

gives thanks for (the good of) his own self. And whoever is unthankful, then verily, 

Allah is All-Rich (free of all wants), Worthy of all praise. And (remember) when 

Luqman said to his son when he was advising him: „O my son! Join not in worship 

others with Allah. Verily! Joining others in worship with Allah is a great Zulm 

(wrong) indeed. And We have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good) to his 

parents. His mother bore him in 

weakness and hardship upon weakness and hardship, and his weaning is in 

two years – give thanks to Me and to your parents – unto Me is the final 

destination. But if they (both) strive with you to make you join in worship with Me 

others that of which you have no knowledge, then obey them not, but behave with 

them in the world kindly, and follow the path of him who turns to Me in repentance 

and in obedience. Then to Me will be your return, and I shall tell you what you used 

to do, „O my son! If it be (anything) equal to the weight of a grain of mustard seed, 

and though it be in a rock, or in the heavens or in the earth, Allah will bring it forth. 

Verily, Allah is Subtle (in bringing out that grain), Well-Aware (of its place). O my 

son! Aqimis-Salat (perform As-Salat), enjoin (people) for Al-Maruf (Islamic 

Monotheism and all that is good), and forbid (people) from Al-Munkar (i.e., disbelief 

in the Oneness of Allah, polytheism of all kinds and all that is evil and bad), and 

bear with patience whatever befall you. Verily! These are some of the important 

commandments ordered by Allah with no exemption. And turn not your face away 
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from men with pride, nor walk in insolence through the earth. Verily, Allah likes not 

each arrogant boaster. And be moderate (or show no insolence) in your walking, 

and lower your voice. Verily, the harshest of all voices is the voice (the braying) of 

ass.‟” (Qur’an 31: 12 – 19) 

 

In Chapter Maryam, we are reminded about the truthfulness of Prophet 

Ibraaheem (p), which has the effect of encouraging us to be truthful in our everyday 

lives: 

 

۬  ۥ۬  ٲ

“And mention in the Book (the Qur‟an) Ibraheem (Abraham). Verily! He was a 

man of truth, a Prophet.” (Qur’an 19:41) 

Later on in the same chapter, we are informed about the noble qualities of 

Moosa (p): 

 

۬  ۬  ۬  ۥ۬  ۬  

“And mention in the Book (this Qur‟an) Moosa (Moses). Verily! He was chosen 

and he was a Messenger (and) a Prophet.” (Qur’an 19:51)  

In the Noble Qur’an, and in the Sunnah of the Prophet (s), we are encouraged to 

be trustworthy and loyal in our dealings with others. Loyalty here means repaying 

kindness with kindness. The qualities of trustworthiness and loyalty are practically 

manifested in the story of Yusuf (p), who remembered all too well the kindness that 

his master, Al-Azeez, showed to him, and who wanted to repay that kindness not with 

betrayal but with a show of loyalty and thankfulness): 

 

ۥ۬  ۬  ۥ۬  

“He said: „I seek refuge in Allah (or Allah forbid)! Truly, he (your husband) is 

my master. He made my stay agreeable! (So I will never betray him). Verily, the 

Zalimun (wrong and evildoers) will never be successful.” (Qur’an 12:23)  

And after his innocence was established, Yusuf (p) explained that, all along, he 

wanted to prove to Al-Azeez that he did not betray him: 

wشبكة  w w . a l u k a h . n e t





T h e  M a g n i f i c e n c e  O f  T h e  Q u r ’ a n  S t o r i e s  | 27 

 

 

ٮ  ہٲ  ۬

“Then Yusuf (Joseph) said: „I asked for this inquiry in order that he (Al-Aziz) 

may know that I betrayed him not in secret. And, verily! Allah guides not the plot of 

the betrayers.‟” (Qur’an 12:52)  

 

And we learn about the importance of a number of noble qualities in the story of 

Shu’aib (p): 

 

۬  ڪ۬  ۬  ۥڪ

۬  ڪ۬  ڪ

ڪ۬  ڪٲ۬  

“He said: „O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other Ilah (God) but Him. 

La ilaha ill-Allah (none has the right to be worshiped but Allah).Verily, a clear proof 

(sign) from your Lord has come unto you; so give full measure and full weight and 

wrong not men in their things, and do not mischief on the earth after it has been set 

in order, that will be better for you, if you are believers.‟” (Qur’an 7: 85)  

The reader would do well to notice the order in which Shu’aib (p) invited his 

people to the truth. He began by inviting them to what was most important, having 

correct beliefs (regarding the Oneness of Allah – Islamic Monotheism); and only after 

he invited them to believe in Tawheed (Islamic Monotheism) did he move on to other 

matters, such as being honest in the buying and selling of goods. 

 

8) Promoting Justice and Righteousness in Society, and Forbidding 

the Spread of Corruption and Evildoing 

 

Upon contemplating the stories of the Qur’an, one finds that two of their aims 

are to promote justice in society and to forbid all forms of corruption – such as 

murder, unfair business practices, hoarding wealth in a manner that hurts the poor 
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and weak members of society, and so on. In Chapter Al-Araaf, we are informed of 

how Shu’aib (p) would impress upon his people the importance of establishing a just 

society and of eradicating all forms of corruption: 

 

ڪ۬  ۬  

ڪ۬  ڪ۬  ڪ۬  ۬  ۥ

  ۬  ۬

ڪ۬  ڪٲ

“And to (the people of) Madyan (Midian), (We sent) their brother Shu‟aib. “He 

said: „O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other Ilah (God) but Him. La ilaha 

ill-Allah (none has the right to be worshiped but Allah).Verily, a clear proof (sign) 

from your Lord has come unto you; so give full measure and full weight and wrong 

not men in their things, and do not mischief on the earth after it has been set in 

order, that will be better for you, if you are believers.‟” (Qur’an 7: 85)  

In other Verses, Allah (sp) highlights the importance of this issue by pointing 

out the consequences of both righteousness and moral decay on human beings. In 

this regard, the stories of the two sons of Adam (p), the two owners of gardens, and 

the flood of the Ma’rib dam come to mind. As for the first of those stories, Allah (sp) 

said: 

 

۬  ہ

  ۬(١٧)

۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  ٮ  

  ۬(١١)  ۬  ۬

ۥ(١٩)ٲ  ٲ۬  

۬  (١٠)ۥۥ
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۬  ۬  ٲۥ

۬  ٲ

۬  ۥٲ  ۬  ڪٲ(١٢)

۬  ڪ۬  

۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  ڪ

(١١)ٲ۬  

“And (O Muhammad (s)) recite to them (the Jews) the story of the two sons of 

Adam (Habil and Qabil) in truth; when each offered a sacrifice (to Allah, it was 

accepted from the one but not from the other. The latter said to the former: „I will 

surely kill you.‟ The former said: „Verily, Allah accepts only from those who are Al-

Muttaqun (the pious ones). If you do stretch your hand against me to kill me, I shall 

never stretch my hand against you to kill you, for I fear Allah; the Lord of the 

„Alamin (mankind, jinns, and all that exists). Verily, I intend to let you draw my sin 

on yourself as well as yours, then you will be one of the dwellers of the Fire, and that 

is the recompense of the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers).‟ So the Nafs (self) 

of the other (latter one) encouraged him and made fair-seeming to him the murder 

of his brother; he murdered him and became one of the losers. Then Allah sent a 

crow who scratched the ground to show him to hide the dead body of his brother. He 

(the murderer) said: „Woe to me! Am I not even able to be as this crow and to hide 

the dead body of my brother?‟ Then he became one of those who regretted. Because 

of that We ordained for the Children of Israel that if anyone killed a person not in 

retaliation of murder, or (and) to spread mischief in the land – it would be as if he 

killed all mankind, and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of all 

mankind. And indeed, there came to them Our messengers with clear proofs, 

evidences, and signs, even then after that many of them continued to exceed the 

limits (e.g., by doing oppression unjustly and exceeding beyond the limits set by 

Allah by committing the major sins) in the land!” (Qur’an 5: 27-32)  

In regard to the story of the two men who owned gardens, Allah (sp) is said: 
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  ۬  ۬

۬  ہ۬  

۬  ۥ۬  ہ۬  ۬  ۬  

۬  ۬  ۬  ۥۦ

۬  ۦ۬  ۦ۬  ۥ

ٮ  ۬   ۬  ٮ  ۬  ۬ 

ۥۥۥ۬  

۬  ۬  ۬  ٮ۬  ۬  

  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬

  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬

۬  ۬  ہ۬  

۬  ۥ۬  ۬  ۬  

ہ۬  ۦ

۬  ۬  ہ

“And put forward to them the example of two men; unto one of them We had 

given two Gardens of grapes, and We had surrounded both with date palms; and 

had put between them green crops (cultivated fields etc.). Each of those two Gardens 

brought forth its produce, and failed not in the least therein, and We caused a river 

to gush forth in the midst of them. And he had property (or fruit) and he said to his 

companion, in the course of mutual talk: „I am more than you in wealth and 

stronger in respect of men.‟ And he went into his garden while in a state (of pride 

and disbelief) unjust to himself. He said: „I think not that this will ever perish. And I 

think not the Hour will ever come, and if indeed I 

am brought back to my Lord (on the Day of Resurrection), I surely shall find 

better than this when I return to Him.‟ His companion said to him, during the talk 
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with him: „Do you disbelieve in Him Who created you out of dust (i.e., your father 

Adam, then out of Nutfah (mixed semen drops of male and female discharge), then 

fashioned you into a man? But as for my part, (I believe) that He is Allah, my Lord 

and none shall I associate as partner with my Lord. It was better for you to say, 

when you entered your garden: „That which Allah wills (will come to pass)! There is 

no power but with Allah‟. „If you see me less than you in wealth, and children, it may 

be that my Lord will give me something better than your garden, and will send on it 

Husban (forment, bolt, etc.) from the sky, then it will be a slippery earth. Or the 

water thereof (of the Gardens) becomes deep-sunken (underground) so that you will 

never be able to seek it.‟ So his fruits were encircled (with a ruin). And he remained 

clapping his hands with sorrow over what he had spent upon it, while it was all 

destroyed on its trellises, he could only say: „Would I had ascribed no partners to 

my Lord‟” (Qur’an 18: 32-42) 

  

And the evil consequences of corruption are further illustrated in the following 

Verses, which discuss the breaking of the Ma’rib dam and the destructive flood that 

ensued: 

 

  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬

۬  ۬  ۬  ۥ۬  

۬  ڪہہ

۬  ٲ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  

ڪہ۬  

ہ۬  ہ۬  ۬  ہ

ہ۬  

۬  ۬  ۬  ٲ۬  
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“Indeed there was for Saba‟ (Sheba) a sign in their dwelling place - two 

gardens, on the right hand and on the left (and it was said to them) „Eat of the 

provision of your Lord, and be grateful to Him, a fair land and an Oft-Forgiving 

Lord.‟ But they turned away (from the obedience of Allah), so We sent against them 

Sail Al-‟Arim (flood released from the dam), and We converted their two gardens 

into gardens producing bitter bad fruit, and tamarisks, and some few lote-trees. 

Like this We requited them because they were ungrateful disbelievers. And never do 

We requite in such a way except those who are ungrateful, disbelievers). And We 

placed between them and the towns which We had blessed, towns easy to be seen, 

and We made the stages (of journey) between them easy (saying): „Travel in them 

safely both by night and day.‟ But they said: „Our Lord! Make the stages between 

our journey longer!‟ And they wronged themselves, so We made them as tales (in the 

land), and We dispersed them all, totally. Verily, in this are indeed signs for every 

steadfast grateful (person).” (Qur’an 34: 15-19) 

 

9) Reminding Muslims About Their Eternal Struggle Against Their 

Most Despised and Dangerous of Foes: Shaitaan (the Devil) 

 

As Muslims, we are reminded about our continual enmity with Shaitaan (the 

Devil) through Verses that discuss how he constantly strives to turn us away from the 

Straight Path. That enmity, however, is given a sense of physical palpability in the 

story of our forefather Adam (p) and of his having been deceived by Shaitaan, a story 

that, because of its importance, is repeated throughout the Noble Qur’an. By being 

reminded of how our father was deceived by Shaitaan, we are made to better 

appreciate Shaitaan’s hatred for all of Adam’s descendants and the danger that he 

constantly poses to us in every 

moment of our lives. 

 

10) Helping Muslims Overcome Hopelessness and Depression 

 

We can overcome a sense of hopelessness with patience and a positive attitude. 

This very message is given life in many stories of the Qur’an. In such stories, a 

righteous person is made to suffer hardships that would, in many circumstances, lead 

people down the path of hopelessness and misery. But that righteous person is saved 
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from going down that path because he is patient, and because he maintains a positive 

attitude and, more importantly, good thoughts about Allah (sp). This lesson is 

repeated over and over again in the story of Yusuf (p), for instance, Allah (sp) said: 

 

۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۦ۬  

  ۬  ۬  ۬

“And they brought his shirt stained with false blood. He said: „Nay, but your 

own selves have made up a tale. So (for me) patience is most fitting. And it is Allah 

(Alone) Whose help can be sought against that which you assert.‟” (Qur’an 12:18) 

Then, in Verse number 64 of Chapter Yusuf, we are informed about the positive 

attitude of Ya’qub (p):  

 

۬  ۬  ۬  ڪ

ٲ۬  ۬  

“He said: „Can I entrust him to you except as I entrusted his brother 

(Yusuf/Joseph) to you aforetime? But Allah is the Best to guard, and He is the Most 

Merciful of those who show mercy.‟” (Qur’an 12: 64) 

A number of Verses later, Ya’qub (p) reacts to bad news with an amazing display 

of patience and faith in Allah’s help: 

 

  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬

ڪۥ۬  

“He (Ya‟qub (Jacob)) said: „Nay, but your own selves have beguiled you into 

something. So patience is most fitting (for me). May be Allah will bring them (back) 

all to me. Truly He! Only He is All-Knowing, All-Wise.‟” (Qur’an 12: 83)  

And in the following Verse, Ya’qub (p) makes clear why he always remains 

patient and positive, explaining that the only people who despair of Allah’s Mercy are 

those who disbelieve: 
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  ۬  ۬

۬  ۥ

“O my sons! Go you and enquire about Yusuf (Joseph) and his brother, and 

never give up hope of Allah‟s Mercy. Certainly no one despairs of Allah‟s Mercy, 

except the people who disbelieve.” (Qur’an 12:87) 

 

11) Pointing Out Allah’s Ability to Make Miracles Occur 

 

Without a doubt, Allah (sp) is the greatest, and is able to do all things. These are 

beliefs that we are innately born with, and that we are informed about throughout the 

Noble Qur’an. Various stories of the Qur’an highlight Allah’s greatness and 

almightiness by pointing out instances of miracles that Allah (sp) willed to occur on 

earth. Such miracles include the creation of Adam (p), the miraculous birth of Jesus 

(p), and the way in which a bird was brought to life for the benefit of Ibraaheem (p). 

The miracles we are informed about in the Qur’an instill us with the knowledge that 

Allah (sp) has control over all things, 

that He knows all things, and that He (sp) is able to do all things. That 

knowledge, in turn, leads to calmness and to a deeper level of faith – hopefully to the 

point that we realize that we should place our complete trust in Allah (sp) and depend 

upon His help in all of our affairs. 

The following Verses provide a few examples of the miracles that are related to 

us in the Noble Qur’an: 

ۦ۬  

۬  ڪ۬  ۥ۬  ۬  

  ۬  ۬  ۬

  ۬  ۬  ۬

ۥ۬  ۬  ڪ

ڪ۬ۧ ٲ۬  ۬  ڪ
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۬  ٮ  ۬  ۬  

۬  ہ۬  ۬  

  ۬  ۬  ۬

“Or like the one who passed by a town and it had tumbled over its roofs. He 

said: „Oh! How will Allah ever bring it to life after its death?‟ So Allah caused him to 

die for a hundred years, and then raised him up (again). He said: „How long did you 

remain (dead)?‟ He (the man) said: „Perhaps I remained (dead) a day or part of a 

day‟. He said: „Nay, you have remained (dead) for a hundred years, look at your 

food and your drink, they show no change; and look at your donkey! And thus We 

have made of you a sign for the people. Look at the bones, how We bring them 

together and clothe them with flesh.‟ When this was clearly shown to him, he said, „I 

know (now) that Allah is Able to do all things.‟ And (remember) when Ibrahim 

(Abraham) said, „My Lord! Show me how You give life to the dead.‟ He (Allah) said: 

„Do you not believe?‟ He Ibraheem (Abraham)] said: „Yes (I believe), but to be 

stronger in faith.‟ He said: „Take four birds, then cause them to incline towards you 

(then slaughter them, cut them into pieces), and then put a portion of them on every 

hill, and call them, they will come to you in haste. And know that Allah is All-

Mighty, All-Wise.” (Qur’an 2: 259, 260) 

 

12) Pointing Out the Favors with which Allah (sp) Blessed Prophets 

(st) and Others Among His Righteous Servants 

 

Another aim of the Qur’an is to show Muslims how Allah (sp) has showered his 

obedient slaves with rewards and blessings. The obedient slaves I am referring to 

here are Prophets (st) and righteous people from past nations. That the Qur’an 

mentions instances of how they were blessed and rewarded has a positive effect on 

believers. How so? Well, when a believer reads about a Prophet (p) who was 

rewarded for his good works, he is made to understand, through a practical example, 

that Allah (sp) rewards his obedient slaves, and bestows upon them honors and 

blessings both in this life and in the Hereafter. Without a doubt, this motivates a 

believer to remain steadfast upon the truth. Examples of how Allah (sp) blessed 

righteous people from the past abound in the Noble Qur’an. For instance, in the 
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following Verses, Allah (sp) informs us of how He (sp) gave Sulaiman (p) special 

powers: 

۬  ۬  ۥ

  ۬

“And Sulaiman (Solomon) inherited (and knowledge of) Dawud (David). He 

said: „O mankind! We have been taught the language of birds, and on us have been 

bestowed all things. This, verily, is an evident grace (from Allah).” (Qur’an 27:16) 

The following Verses also discuss the special powers with which Allah (sp) 

blessed Sulaiman (p): 

۬  ہ۬  ہ ۥ۬ 

ہ ۬ۦ۬  

“And to Solomon (We subjected) the wind, its morning (stride from sunrise till 

mid-noon) was a month‟s (journey), and its afternoon (stride from the midday 

decline of the sun to sunset) was a months (journey, i.e., in one day he could travel 

two months‟ journey). And We caused a fount of (molten) brass to flow for him, and 

there were jinns that worked in front of him, by the Leave of his Lord, and 

whosoever of them turned aside from Our Command, We shall cause him to taste of 

the torment of the blazing Fire.” (Qur’an 34:12)  

And in Chapter Al-Anbiyaa, Allah (sp) said: 

 

۬  ہۦ۬  

“And to Sulaiman (Solomon), (We subjected) the wind strongly raging, 

running by his command towards the land which We had blessed.” (Qur’an 21:81)  

In the following Verses, Allah (sp) informs us about how He blessed David (p): 
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۬  ۥ ۬  ۥ۬ 

  ۬  ۬  ۬

  ۬

“And indeed We bestowed grace on David from Us (saying): „O you mountains. 

Glorify (Allah) with him! And you birds (also)! And We made the iron soft for him.‟ 

Saying: „Make you perfect coats of mail, balancing well the rings of chain armor, 

and work you (men) righteousness. Truly, I am All-Seer of what you do.” (Qur’an 

34:10, 11)  

And in Chapter Al-Anbiya, Allah (sp) further discussed David (p), saying: 

۬  ۬  ڪ۬  

“And We taught him the making of metal coats of mail (for battles), to protect 

you in your fighting. Are you then grateful?” (Qur’an 21:80) 

 

In Chapter As-Saaffaat, Allah (sp) mentions one of the favors He (sp) bestowed 

upon Ibraaheem (p): 

 

  ۬

“So We gave him the glad tidings of a forbearing boy.” (Qur’an 37: 101)  

And later on in the same Chapter, Allah (sp) discusses the glad tidings He (sp) 

gave to Ibraaheem (p) of another child, Ishaaq (p): 

 

  ۬

“And We gave him the glad tidings of Ishaque (Isaac) – a Prophet from the 

righteous.” (Qur’an 37: 112) 

When Fir’aun and his army were on the verge of capturing Moosa (p) and his 

people, Allah (sp) saved the latter group, instructing Moosa (p) to strike the sea with 

his stick, and causing it to part: 
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  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬

ۥ

“Then We inspired Moosa (Moses) (saying): „Strike the sea with your stick!‟ 

And it parted, and each separate part (of that sea water) became like the huge, firm 

mass of a mountain. Then We brought near the others (Fir‟aun‟s (Pharoah) party) 

to that place. And We saved Moosa (Moses) and all those with him. Then We 

drowned the others.” (Qur’an 26: 63-66)  

And Allah (sp) saved Ismaa’eel (p) by replacing him with a ram: 

 

  ۬

“And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice (i.e., a ram).” (Qur’an 37: 107) 

After Yunus (p) was swallowed by a large fish, Allah (sp) saved him, expelling 

him from the fish’s belly, taking him to the safety of shore, causing a plant of gourd to 

grow over him, and guiding his people to embrace Islam: 

 

  ۬

ۦۥ۬  

۞  ۬  ۬  ۬

  ۬  ۬

  ۬  ۬

“And verily, Yunus (Jonah) was one of the Messengers. When he ran to the 

laden ship, he (agreed to) cast lots, and he was among the losers, then a (big) fish 

swallowed him and he had done an act worthy of blame. Had he not been of them 

who glorify Allah, he would have indeed remained inside its belly (the fish) till the 

Day of Resurrection. But We cast him forth on the naked shore while he was sick, 
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and We caused a plant of gourd to grow over him. And We sent him to 100,000 

(people) or even more. And they believed; so We gave them enjoyment for a while.” 

(Qur’an 37: 139-148)  

And Allah (sp) blessed Jesus (p) by causing many miracles to occur at his hands; 

some of those miracles are described in this Verse: 

 

۬  ۬  ڪ۬  

۬  ڪ۬  

۬  ٲ۬  ڪ

“That I design for you out of clay, as it were, the figure of a bird, and breathe 

into it, and it becomes a bird by Allah‟s Leave; and I heal him who was born blind, 

and the leper, and I bring the dead to life by Allah‟s Leave. And I inform you of what 

you eat, and what you store in your houses. Surely, therein is a sign for you, if you 

believe.” (Qur’an 3:49)  

And when people accused Maryam (sh) of perpetrating a lewd and vile act, Allah 

(sp) established her innocence in a manner that was nothing short of a miracle: 

 

ٲڪ۬  ۬  ۬  

ۥ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  

“She said: „O my Lord! How shall I have a son when no man has touched me.‟ 

He said: „So (it will be) for Allah creates what He wills. When he has decreed 

something, He says to it only: „Be!‟ – and it is.‟” (Qur’an 3: 47) 

 

  ۬  ۬  ۬

  ۬  ۬

۬  ٮ
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۬  ۬  ڪڪ

۬  ۬  ٲ

“O sister (i.e., the like) of Harun (Aaron) (not the brother of Musa (Moses), but 

he was another pious man at the same time of Maryam (Mary))! Your father was 

not a man who used to commit adultery, nor your mother was an unchaste woman.‟ 

Then she pointed to him. They said: „How can we talk to one who is a child in the 

cradle‟ „He (Iesa) (Jesus) said: „Verily! I am a slave of Allah, He has given me the 

Scripture and made me a Prophet; and He has made me blessed wheresoever I be, 

and has enjoined on me Salat (prayer), and Zakat, as long as I live; and dutiful to 

my mother, and made me not arrogant, unblest.‟” (Qur’an 19: 28-32) 

 

In Chapter Aal-Imraan, Allah (sp) described how He cured Zakariyyah’s wife, 

and blessed them both with a righteous child, Yahya (p): 

 

۬  ۬  ۬  ۥڪ

  ۬

ٮ   ٮ  ۬   ۬  ۬

  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬  ۬

“At that time Zakariya (Zechariah) invoked his Lord, saying: „O my Lord! 

Grant me from You, a good offspring. You are indeed the All-Hearer of invocation.‟ 

Then the angels called him, while he was standing in prayer in Al-Mihrab (a 

praying place or a private room), (Saying): „Allah gives you glad tidings of Yahya 

(John, confirming (believing in) the word from Allah (i.e., the creation of Iesa 

(Jesus)), the Word from Allah („Be!‟- and he was!), noble, keeping away from sexual 

relations with women, a Prophet, from among the righteous.” (Qur’an 3: 38, 39) 
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ڪ۬ ۥۥۥۥ

ڪ۬ ۬ ۬ ٲ

“So We answered his call, and We bestowed upon him Yahya (John), and cured 

his wife (to bear a child) for him. Verily, they used to hasten on to do good deeds 

and they used to call on Us with hope and fear, and used to humble themselves 

before Us.” (Qur’an 21:90) 
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